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THE short biognkphical sketcfies faiere presented 
to the reader, were drawn up by an amiable widow 
and afHicted mother. The former die says is de- 
signed, not only as a memorial of her beloved hus< 
band, bttt to exhibit the triumph of grace over 
nature; to exalt this grace in the view of- those he 
has left behind, and to prove that *' the effect of 
righteousness is quietness and assurance for ever/' 

'i he account of her precious child, who died before 
she was nine years old, L. P. Mott says, was ^ printed, 
in order to prevent incorrect copies from getting into 
eirculation, by frequent transcription." 

The same reason will no doubt render the reprinting 
of it on this side the Atlantic, acceptable to her; while 
It may afford profiiable instruction to the juvenile 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

readeri as well as to some, more advanced in years^ 
and who ttay even have' longer trod the path of 
righteousness. 

A &w sF^ghl altera^ttiy v^rb^il or in the puoctu^ 
«tion, have been made, but none wbkh alter the 
sense. 

I ' ' "' . ' • ' , ' »• 

YoElc, 12Mo. 1814. 
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BRIEF ACCOUNT 



OP TBE 



liife^ Last Sickness y and Deaths 



• I ^. 



OF 



MOBJEBT MOT.T, 



SON OF 



JAMES AND MARY MOTT, 



or 



MATMARONECK, IN THE STATE OF ^EW^TORK, 



** Whom the Lord loveth, he chasteDeth, and scoui^geth every 
ton whom he receiveth." 



irsw-Toiift, printsd: 

TOUL, 1tE-P1U1fT£D 
lOR W». ALtXANDEB; AND SOLD ST BIM, ic. 



A BRIEF ACCOUNT, <fec. 



««Hfl)»»»' 



The widowed partner of the subject of this 
little memoir^ thus begins her account 

His person was tall and graceful, his counte- 
nance expressive, his manners chaste and manly. 
He was naturally of a generous and independent 
spirit, of a cheerful disposition, and quick ap- 
prehension ; possessing a vigorous, active, and 
sympathetic mind. These properties qualified 
him for early usefulness in civil society ; and, 
as he was enlivened by an uncommon turn of 
delicate pleasantry, rendered him peculiary in«; 
teresting and agr^eable^ in social and domestic 
drcles. 

In Tcry «aiiy life did the Lord visit him with 
clear manifestations of his love; and strong and 
kumbKng were the convictions on his mind, for 
transgressing the divine law, made known to^ 
1m wierBtfUftdi^g by the clear; though «eccety 
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intimations of the Spirit of Truth. Ma^y were 
his strugglings, vrheii quite a lad, betweei^ 
yielding to known duty, and gratifying wrong 
inclinations, at the risk of forfeiting that peace 
he at tunes greatly desired to possess. Xhinga 
gross or immoral he always appeared to revolt 
from, though his open and volatile disposition 
led him, sometimes, into conduct that the Spirit 
of Truth, in his own mind, would not justify 
nor admit ; and in this wavering state he re- 
mained sometime, ^^ resolving and re-resolving,^' 
yet doing the same things until about the 
fifteenth year of his age. Then the severe re^ 
proofs of instruction, to which he was very sust 
<;eptible, together with seasonable admonition by 
a friend, in a religious opportunity in tiie family^ 
pointedly and forcibly addressed to hinci, proved 
so powerful that he no longer resisted ; but sub-, 
mitted to take up the cross, by yielding obedi*^ 
ence to what he believed was required to be 
done, or left undone ; which was soon evinced 
by his steady conduct and exemplary deport- 
ment But so great were his vivacity and pro* 
pensity to youthful vanity, that he found it hard 
work to keep sufficiently submissive, and enough 
on his guard ; as appears from what he ex^ 
pressed in a letter to his father^ /wheu from 





home : ** Yielding in obedience is hard indeedt 
to do ;-' ^d it seems to me it is harder for me 
than many others ; br else; 1 am not so "willing. 
The path of many of the youth of my age, and 
the foremost too^ wiU not do for me ; for it must 
be, mih me^ a resigning my whole heait, if I 
obtain peace of mind, which sometimea 1 hope^ 
in measure, will be my lot.^^ 

> • 

He continued steady and improwig in reKgi- 
ous knowledge, till about the eighteenth year 6t 
his age, when he went to New -York,' intending 
to reside there for a short time ; but unexpect- 
edly getting into boinness, he continued there, to 
his very great loss in a religious sense; being 
86 fisr captivated by the numerous temptations 
to which be was e^ipoiied, that he gave^ay, by 
little arid little, io many youthful inanities, aJad 
Trent into such company as be had before clearly 
seen the inconsistency and permcious tendency 
of frequenting; and, consequently, lost the 
aavour and relish for divine things^ which he 
had experienced. 

' At this sad period of alienation from the fa- • 
Tour of (5od, which continued several years, he 
also separated himself from his friends, and re- 
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ttniftttfthed bhi birthright, by marrying ont of 
society. Thus, like achoice irine, whose hedges 
were sdl broken down, he wai exposed on*eVery 
md«, and wa« almost laid waste and devoured I 
Some with whom h6 assodated, endeatoured 
tb instil into his mind the poison of I^eism^ 
Whldi, hbwevef , he never imbibed; as he d^Iar-^ 
ed in his last illness^ on a mournful review at 
tiii^ part of his life, ^ That although he had de- 
viated ^A^ from the religioas princq>le8'he 
was educated in, yet had he never, for a momenf^ 
doubted tb^ rectitude of them*^' 

Now He who bad, m his childhood, • brotight 
him otft'of Egypt, mercifully revisited hiin]witb 
inward' rebukes for his backi»fi£ng8y whidi^ 
bdng also nccotnpanied with some very heavy 
losses and disappointments, awakened him t0 
reflection, and gave him to seethe great injury 
he had sustained, by not keeping on the watch. 
Avrgaish and sdf-conderonation ensued: deep 
Was his contrition, and bitter were his draughts 
of remorse, in secret and in the night seasons! 
Thus cohtrited and reduced, his mind was fre- 
quently brought into profound stillness, imvardly 
waiting for tiie return of the messenger of his 
violated -covenant. About thiis time, a^frienii 



Mho came ta4he city on a refigioua .Tiiit, .and 
ivho was a stranger .to bis situation, in an cgm|)Qi:« 
tunity inthe famUy>:thus addressedhiin : ^^ Ao- 
bert^vtbou art.noif4)arta}iing of bitter cups^. in 
<;on8e()uen(:^ of thy deviations ; yea, sp bitter 
tbat tl^y Tery soul loatheatbem ;.butif subnii^tted 
to, and patiently abode under,. thou wilt yet«exr 
perience the light of the nioen to- be as tb^ light 
of the sun ; a^d the ligltf of the. sun, astbeligM; 
of se vjen dajrs.'' This was vei^ified fiUlj^ during 
his last iUnesp, in the faith ex^pressed. by .di^^e^a 
friends who visited iiim, thatwaU would be meV^ 
comparable to the light of the moon ; and the 
strong and clear prospect and evidence he bad 
himself near his close, of ;his future bappiness, 
cpmparable to the light of the ^UQ i wjii^h was^ 
iqdeed, as the light of seven day$« ; 

* m f 

Several years previously to his being taken iU| 
he was restored to tbe unity of his, fri^ds ; and 
having been favoured to ^expmence. the renQ^t^ 
-Eating power of divine love, as a £|iniaee purify* 
ing his mind, he became, though much exposed 
in the, particular line of business he was then in, 
an example of the bdievers, in coBduct' and 
conversation. He was also engaged to ruleliia 
pwn hous^TTeUi sulgecting lus children, and 



goTertiing tKem and bis dependantd mih mild- 
4Diess and firmness ^ aad was, in every statioBi 
much beloved. Though he^mostly appeared 
cheerful, yet could he not always conceal the 
deep exerdse of mind into which, at times, he 
Was plunged : which cannot be better expressed 
than In his own language, in a letter to a neaf 
connexion : "Although 1 have, for many months^ 
believed it right for me to anoint myself, and 
not appear unto men to fast, yet my garments 
have been sackcloth; and ashes bave covered 
my head : my path has been in Hie wilderness^ 
wliere hardly a green leaf could be plucked.** 

In the early^part of the summer of 1804, *he 
took a heavy cold, and his health apparently de« 
dining, he was induced to take a journey to tbe 
northern part of this state, [New- York] in hopes 
of regaining it. After being out a week or two^ 
he attended the quarterly meeting at Easton, m 
the eighth month. While sitting therein, he 
was seized with an unusual sensation at his 
breast ; and, stepping out, discharged about a 
pint of blood from his lungs; and in two ot 
three days nearly as much more, by which bis 
strength was greatly reduced. He soon after 
returned home ; but notwithstanding various 
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taeans used \a% health gradually declined, an4 
iseveral turns of bleeding afterwards taking 
place, increased his weakness, and tended to 
liasteti his dissolution. Daring his confinement 
to his chamber, the predous remnant af his days, 
he manifested great resignation to divine dispo-- 
«al, and was preserved in much patience and 
composure, even under excruciating pain and 
ijodily distfe&s, end made maay edifying and 
interesting remarks «id observntions \ some of 
which were pentied, and are annexed. 

Soon aftc^ \h vetorn fimn Easton, feeling 
symptoms of bleeding, a pkysicim was called; 
who opened a vein, and observing Robert's 
countenance to be verry solemn, said : ** Don't 
be alarmed Mr. Mott.^* He looked at ihc doc-' 
tor, and replied : ^ I mn not alarmed, but I 
thought at such an awful time as this, it was 
right to endeavour to have my mind oomposed^^V 
he apprehending danger of immediate suffoca*- 
tion if bleeding should trfte placew 

A few days after, a friend remarking to him 
the danger of his complaint, and the [Vecarious^ 
ness of his situation, he calmly said : ^^ I know 
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it to be 80 ; yet have not a wish it. should h« 
otherwise.^' 

* 

In the begiiyihig' of the 11th month, he be* 
t;aine more apprehensive that the disorder was 
seated on his luags^ and that ;withoiit the special 
intervention of the divine hand, itmust gradually 
ivear him away ; yet he was mostly preserved 
calm, endeavouring to feel true resignation; 
though there were houns of bitterness to his 
soul. One evening,. after a day of great weak- 
ness of body and solemn reflection of mind, he 
mentioned to a yonng man who called to see 
him, the pain it gave him to look over soi^e of 
the days of hi« youth ; admonishing him to se- 
lect suitable, -coimpanions ; .•telling him that by 
neglecting it, he would imperceptiUy be led into 
hurtful company and practices, as he had been ; 
Imt added : '^ I hope thou hast made a stand, 
and I wish thee to keep to it. I have been glad 
te-see 4hee so steady at meetings, and hope thou 
wilt continue so, both to week day meetings, and 
^ meetings for discipUne." 

Ila^ring omitted 4o make his Will, he earn- 
estly. commented on the impropriety of leaving 
Wills to be made, when, as he expressed it. 
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•* the poor sou! has enough to ido io think on 
things relating to its ftiture existence, ivitliout 
the burden of worldly concerns." 

In the lattef pfcrtt)f the llth'moath, one of his 
nstcars-in-kw, sitting by him, re^rked/that it 
ivas an exceHeat thi»g 4o have a vine aad a fig- 
tree, of our awn, to sit under in time of trial • 
vhich she believed was his. case. He replied: 
*« It is indeed an excelleat thing; and I have 
at this time, and often in time past, desired for 
OS, that all the family miglit g^t di>wn to that 
rnUck would never 4eceive ;" adding, after a 
pause :~« Although some may have to pass 
4hrough4he wallers, they shall not overflow them, 
w through the fire, it shall not kindle upon 
ihem, if their eonfidence is wiiere it oughtto be,'* 

,. Some nights after, haviugj)rofu8e night sweats, 
Jliis wife asked him if he would have the door 
open, and less covering on his be4; to which 
he answered : " No, my love ! none of these 
things produce it ; it is the progress of the dis- 
order ; and unless it receive a check, it will, ere 
long, take «ie off; aud the prosp^t appears, aw- 
ful indeed. It is only to the mercy of Qod I can 
look/;; He also said: "I am willing to try what 
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simple liimgi iviU4o^ bel^eyk^ it oimt dirty .to 
use the meaas in, our power to remove .com- 
plaints." 

TwelAh month, mstb, first day. He .felt 

rather better iriien lie aMftrfLe, bvt toM his wife hia 

Aid not tvtsh to see any person net itf tte finnily; 

that day ; and soon appeared to be under exert 

«ise of mind, whicfa- cotrthMied through most uf 

the d^ay. In the afternoon, on 4ns wife^s telling 

him she thought softie iMdiable company, to hat« 

li little innocent, cheerfol conTei^ation, wowlddo 

ihitn good, he ^aid: *^ A Kttle is good, no donb^ 

bnt we ought to bfe Very ^aiiAg of it wh^ « 

person's situation is as critical as mine is : the 

prospect of the Change lliat is perhaps near at 

hand, makes me tretnUe, and ought to mi^e aU 

trethbte.-^I have no dqpendance on any thin^ I 

likve known or experienced, but on the mer^j 

and goodness of that Almighty Power who ruled 

ah thtngs."^ 

'" One evening his wife and fitther were sittings 
quietly wlHi hiin, when his litUe son, abojjt erf^ht 
years 6M, and two ^oung wmnen, jiis coosinsr, 
tame in ; fifid ashe seemed tnuch oppressed, one 
<it them ashed if fheir coming in did not occasiott 
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4t. He »aid: ^Noy^eousio^ I am ghd to ha^e 
you m here a» oftea&»you please, and it is coiir 
Teiiieiit ; — it is » good lesson for you, to see what 
you must come to.'*' — He then addressed hiiU'r 
»df to one o£ them for some time, expressing his 
grtat akL&ietjr for her^ in her critical state of 
iMtlth ;. eiirsatiiig her to prepare for such a si'- 
iMlioK iriiik imMk wa« yet permitted her; tell- 
kig" her, that in aneii an hour fu» he had passed 
flirough, the feelings 4>f 'the body were such, that 
it was difficult even to say : ^ Lord have mercy 
mpvtk me.;^-^r«nindihg her of the import of the- 
PiNilmiat'ft words^ as. what she wquM find' 
vetifted: — ^ Th«t an hour in the Lord's presence 
ia hetter tium a tUcms^nd elsewhere.' 

• * • 

After this, a solemn silence ensued for a feW 
minutes, when, all nt oaee, the Lord's loving* 
Idndness so broke in upcaa thoae present, that 
«ven his little sen burst into a Hood of tearsy 
without a word beti^ spoken ; — ivhen Robert, 
in the midst of tears; said : *^ These are pred* 
ous fieelinga; to feel that we love each other af=- 
Her such a manner, that it so bredu forth froov 
the oldest to the youngest" After stUing some 
time in tliis situation, with little more expressed^ 
lie W98 so exhausted as to need getting to bed^ 

93 
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ivhen he tenderly and affectionately kka^ hit 
cousins, and ivould have kissed his son, but tiie 
dear cbild was so renewedly affected, that Robert 
paused to weep himeelf, and express bis exqui^ 
sitely tender feeUngs ; and then asked the cluld 
if, when he was gone, he would mind Us rao^* 
ther in ^U things. To which he replied, *^ yeS) 
dear father !" — and sooa after the child letired^ 
he said: ^< Surely thia le»veB^ no lioom to doobl 
the love of the great Mjuiter/ 
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Second month, twenty -first. After relief fr^n 
j;reat oppression at his Inreast, he remarked*: 
^ How necessary k is when in pain and distress, 
to endeavour for patience, and (fuietfy to wait 
the right time for relief.^* 

, Twenty-third. Thia evening he seemed very 
ieeble, and being apprdiensive his disorder was 
^naking a more rapid progress, he said to his 
father : ^^ I think thou hadst best write heme, 
said let them know how I am» I want to see at 

Ik 

many of them as I can, once more ;" (meaning 
ills brothers and sisters y) and after sitting qiiiet 
a short space, he added : ^ The separation of 
soul and body is an awful subject to contem- 
plate, especially when we take into view, tha* 
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lelhiBg iiiipure can have admittai^cc into tli& 
kingdom- of heaveo J' 

Off hisr bro tfaers^ w4 ^t^ters coming out of tlie" 
country to.scie hiia, Ue./iias much affected, anc{ 
uud : ^^ I Yej<Hca in seeing you, and in beingf 
OMse npve'togistbcr, if it is only to fepi that \vc 
]k>ve emii othep^ Whcthev I shall be continued 
with you or not is uncertain : He t\iat raised 
Lazarus from the dead, and bade the, dry bones 
live, is as able as ever lie was.; s^nd can, by his 
Vford, restore me to health, if cpnslstept withhis 
Wijl ; but I desire ia all thing3 to be contentedl 
I cannot find words to express the fervency of 
desire I have felty that you, my dear^brothers 
aadststerSy may so live .as to become, lights in 
your neighbourhood ; not being contented with 
a regular life and steady attendance ofmeetings 
only^ but labouring to become deep in the spirit 
ff your minds'; that so your whole conduct and 
converse may have an animating tendency on 
those around you : ardently have I craved your 
preservation and advancement, even in the night 
season^ when my head has been on my pillow/' 

One evening, conversing on the business id 
which himself and liis brothers were concerned^. 
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Jie expressed Us desire flmt reHgi^os men B^gM 
be inere^soiigfai after, and bare tlie pfefeyeaae 
in the different emplo^jfiiients of the partserdit]^) 
paying : *^ I believe it wmild not be w> dilKimlt 
as is imagined to procure nntk, if a dispositiiiii 
irere maintaiiied to be GOfltent with ft moderate 
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profit ourseWes, • that we might th^db^ be ^im^ 
bled to be more hberal to those we eniplojF^ 9imA 
to convince them by our oovMiuat, thail we were 
not desirous of exacting Aie utasest ihrtlmg. I 
once thought, as some ofliersdd, that tii^re w«* 
no religion in transacting business ; andtfitwaMfc 
done fiurly and regularly, all was well ;~^bat I 
jiee v^ differently now."* .:' 

. His sister taking leare of him, ke said ? ^DeW 
sister, we have always loved each other, aM'I 
lielieve alwap shall. I have sometimes fearedl 
thou art a» I have been, too much-like the youngf 
juan who turned away sorrowful, when he fi»iiD<l 
he must sell all, before he could beoonae % dia*J 
ciplc. I want thou shouldst surrender th^ 
whole heart. It is tlie whole heart that is called 
&r. Thou hast a great charge : — thou hast pi^e- 
^ioos daughters to educate, to whom virtue wfll 
descend, as thou art careful on thy part to ex- 
ample thm woU/^ 
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AiWhai a great pvivilefe it i» to be edttoati^d ki 
iri|^ pfiBciple8--4lie priiMSiflM <tf truth ; it of- 
ten pneTents mftBydoabtn m ri)^ age ; &nd an 

jsMilioiial prii^ilefeV&Dd* ^sMy- to be piisled, la 
iii^ b«gig^6«fqii!^iliy l«Toiired wUk iKe<ewipaiiy 

^ reatt; r«li0ioii» pecfle, t^hieb has been mgr 

iai; and tha tbanglit of it has often humbled me. 

■And, akhoi^ '] have^ in miiny rtaBpects/deyi- 

lited wi<teiy firani the prindples I was educated 

ill, I.QOTet foe amomeat doubted the reetitttdl^ 

oftliMi.'' 

• ». • . • - .- 

On the mi}tb» he said: ** Tathpae who, at' 
awA a tinte as thia? capuot, iiith any. degree of 
aaafid^aou^ loafc forward with hope, How awful- 
mwit be iba proapeoi ! and if we laay juidgefWHtt 
abwrnatii^P^to^few of inanUnd ibmk enough 
about it iskr time of Heakb* How often do w# 
observe^ in Uttle circlea of our society, that tho 
aoftv^rsaikmi ia generally about tho thiags-of thist 
liiey aed fttige^ of a very triAing nature r^ 



^dtli,,^^ said : " JMydiatreaa ia so great that 
J.kAow ^^ k^n to dw^ribe it b#tt(^ tbaiiby^oQni-»» 
pacing :\t ia fuy joio^ sJl o^ming apurt I gneatly* 
4ewei tbftt py pai!(iaaf e vi^ Md wt ti^^ eu4*'f; 



It betog r^mftrk^d to hiniy that he htA beev 
abundantly ikyoured with patience hithertD,; and 
it wai^ hoped ifould be, he rephed : ^^ I hope I 
shall, but my pain in so grtttt, diat, dare I do it^ 
I oould wish for the final'dose : but I know that 
the Master^a time is the best, not only in tfais^ 
but all things else.'* And further, altar a 
pause, observed, ^^ tiiat nothii^ appearedin 
way ;^' which he had -fre^ently expressed be^ 
fore, and then added : << But, oh ! if I had not 
something more at this time to support myimiiid^ 
than not having any thing in my way,' how aw.* 
fully trying would my situation be ! and how 
much more so must be* the' condiiibn of those 
who, in bodily distress Ufce mine, cannot look 
forward to the awful change, and say, that no* 
thing is in their way.'' He idso said : ^ I de^ 
sire my coffin may not be made* ef mahoganyv 
but of pine, or some other common' wood/' 

18fli. After a very trying night, not' only of 
bodi'ly distress, but deep poverty of spirit,, he 
said to a brother who sat by him : ^^ It is an aw- 
ful thing to contemplate the change that willt 
likely soon take place; I hardly know* how to 
•bring my mind to it, notwithstanding I find no- 
ihuig stands in the way. I am aensible that i 
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gofKlpesd .of the, LqK^*> ,^^ have 90 desire to 
be raided, i^ny^s^ ^ Ufe^^y be spent in greater 
d/edicatioQ and devQte4n«eps than it has lutherto 
been." It Mraa remarked to him^ that it was a 
great attaioment to disnover notliii^g; in the way ^ 
diat it ivaa a conaoUng reflection to his friends, 
to believe that his peace was fully, made ; and 
that it frequently liappened, and. probably in hi». 
case, that the strigpedness of mind, j^A tlie bo- 
dily affliction meted to him, were much more on 
the aoQonnt of otbera than himself. 

A'^friend from the country coming in to see 
kirn, Robert calling him by name, said ; <^ I am 
glad to see thee ; 1 was tliinking of tliee this 
ivorping ; thou art fiUing. one important station 
111 society after another; I greatly desire' tlioa 
mayest be so entirely given up, as to fill them 
with propriety, I feel a great flow of love for 
ijpciety, and much desire that friends may not 

l)(ie,haj[f Jew.and half Ashdod^ but ceal Quakers.'* 

•• • * ' ' > 

•••'■'.• • ' -^ • ; 

To a young woman that came in: ^^Thou wilt 

find it bard yrork to be pfk ^uch a bed as this ; I 

-wish thou piayest be,cpncijerned to prepare for it, 

and endeayouc jlQ kpow ^ivhetlier .tb9U art. (]is>: 
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charging Qiy diity to God ; ai it is M%, ttiid iHit 
merely the Ibeing a Fre^yterlati/ Quaker, o)r 
Churdi- woman, ihat wW ^: A Kttle after^ 
being in great pain, lie said : ** The Master's 
time is tlie beat time ; but it is hard to Iteep-auf-- 
ficiently in the patience ," and added t ^ Learve 
Itoe not, in this time of great distress and trial^ 
O God ! bat preserve me in patience to the end.** 
A friend coming in, he took him by the hand 
and said : ^' Thoii seest me a poor, worn-out 
creature ; I am looking forward to the chan^^ 
with joy.*' And after a little pause : " Oh^ 
what a flow of bye I feel ! I could pour cut my 
very soul for the good of mankiild : yea, if it 
would benefit one poor individual/* ' 

On being asked how her was, he repfiedT^ 
^* growing weaker in body, but stronger in thai 
which maketh aUve unto Grod.**^ 

In {he afternoon, having said conriderable id 
encourage a friend in the ministry, who, as hf^ 
Apprehended, was too backward and dMdent'^ 
after a little time of ulence and qiaet,- lie ex^ 
iSaimed : ^ What is it I see ! I (his moment see^ 
Wilii'^eat deamess^ that when t^ go hence, j| 
^ill be into everlastuig ^eM)^ «i#>y, irfel^^ll 



l^WiK 



M leMe^.die wi^ (|)||9^ .41% thai Ji^ V]. poMvW 

Ae window.: Ajod l^ JiltfeB ^r, k^g in gre^ 
pain, he said i ^M vn goiof wbere pain and 
tfekiyeas are (not known.'' 

' Itttha early pnfi of fli^ ni^t, after the family 
liad pcilir^y addretaing' himiseU' lo ope ot.lu^ 
brothers^ he said: ^^ Ob hew l.have regretted 
IheiiiiM hatitig.tl>y company steadily duriog tbia 
^ I I .long^ /or }^y baoauae . I knew tbou 
MttUat iHtftiiNil^fit^ , in Ib^ epjoymeat : J have 
aeeu with fail assurance, that my peace is made^ 
with a promise^ as clear as the sua^ ttiat my 
change shidi be ba^py*'' ^ Uiti mind appearing 
ti>..b9sw«vUovr(^«P;in..tbe oc^i) of boupdl^ss^ 
Ipiteynftar, a, little; frb^ei be added; '' Jiow aw* 
fnl baa niy situAti9n bcenl I hf ire freqnently 
Iragibled at the prospect of resting all my hopes 
an a ^ate of qniet resjgnfti^n, together with 
the ^th of others, that all would be well with 
ina ; bnl m^w^ . att danbts ,are removed by tlie 
asaucanca I feeld Ob tb? brigbtness pt the pm? 
speotl b«M hs4 tbia day„nnd tb^love and^y 
1tiali.I ^U' : It iihfmd§^y a foialnste igl wbat in 






During that ii%ht, i^hite tKte V^ife, failrer/aid 
one of bis brothers were eAlting with Mm/ he 
said ; '^ 8Ieep seems gone from me -y and ob 
Ks being proposed to him to take a gentle ano- 
dyne^- he answered, " CMino 1 my soul is-en- 
joying that which is far superior to skep.** A 
little after, perceiving that his wife, who was on- 
the bed by him, could not steeps 'he tebdei'ly 
inquired: ^'^ Canst thou not sleep, my dear?*' 
She answering no, headd^d: " Why, what.i» 
it that banishes sleep from us all ? what is itf 
that so covers our minds this night ? It is^ the 
Heavenly Father'sMove, sopersedbig ev^jp 
thing eher • 

The fetter part of thfe ni^M, observing hig wife 
And brother to be affected, he said : *^ ]>on?t 
mourn ; raCher rejoice : there is no cause forr 
mourning.'* On bring answered, thait tears of 
gratitude would sometimes steail from 'the eye/ 
herepHed: " I know it,** » 

* In the morriingof tte ninetc^tb; Ite was veryr 
weak and languid, but revived between ten aadt 
eleven o'clock, and to somcf of his relatives wh» 
Had tidt been with him the day before he aaidr 
« Don't ween, but reioice^, tlMf4i no cmmAif 



momniDii^; it is no diimera) xnodiadoWy .bui^i 
gloriotti^ceirtauity>.tb»t my.chai)ge wUlbe happjj* 

• ♦ • • * 

• In the. afternMD^ at his revest, a number of 
hkfk acquaintanee wese sent for.; to eackof nvhom^ 
aqparately, he wa^ admiraUy strengthfoied to 
relieve his* mind by the comaiuiiicaiion of counr 
ael and advice, vith whidL diners- of thorn vi^ere 
inach a&cted ; hut no part of what was said to 
them was taken dowp^ That evening he was 
much ^jdl^auated. and. some of those around him 
apprehended thiU dissolution was near ; on dis^ 
covering which, he desired all might be as quiet 
as possible : saying ^ I should not be alarmed 
i£ a change were unmediately to take place.'' > 

m 

20th» Was* extremely weak, and spoke with 
difficulty. To his sister who was sitting near 
him, he said : ^* Thou seest, dear sister, that I 
am ftbnostKWorn out ; my hands have done very 
little for the promotion- of the cause .of truth ; 
and yet, through infinite mercy, I have expe-> 
rienced forgiveness;'' or to this import; and then 
added: ^^ Thou hast work to do; the Master 
has work for thee;' be faithful and resign thyr 
self entirely into his arms, and though we shall 

mt M l^W.tflB«thv h»K^,m shall, if thou Tyi^ 



ti^t lotttf iiv\ ineettgtfal ill lb# ii]BN>d^ I 

am going there ; my Gpd hofb ^nd it^ y$\m eai) « 
not withdraw his promise/* A litUe after, to a 

very dear frieiid^n)*! a dMuiD^» wfijt^ eame on 
purpose to see himy he e^qfureaaed himaeif thus : 
^ Thou aeeat thy friend in a ¥ery reduced alate, 
and according to the course of nature, yepyiiear' 
an awful change ; but thou seqst hisi wifh % 
composed mind, and ip fiiU assurance that the 
floors of acceptance are opened to receive hiniy. 
whenever the change shall come. I am ghul 
thou art here." 

He lived twelve or fifteen hours after this, but: 
said, very IttUe upon any sul^ject,, his strenglhu 
being so exhausted that it was with difficulty he 
Dfidd $peak( tiuthji^ ifpd^iwi^^lliilg^coptps 
{leriectly. c^ar, tq tli^ dose ; which appatred to* 
be vc;ry easy, apd was-.in^ gl^f^ qfiietudf iui4» 
swe^ti^f^ss, 01^ the Slat f4Mjs^(H^9. 19(^ ;. Ul^ 
the 34th jeiMT of his. age.. 
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7%Mt, in the §xp9fifnce ^ Vii$ inihfiiwa% Ite f^lklfifi' 
tmpcU which he etuiured, verified the language- aUui/e4 
U bjf hU ofJIUcted relict^ in the Introduction to Ite UUle^ 
H/femoir: «* The work of righieomncM is peace^ and'tk^ 
^t tf HghieiHtma i» iuiihmi &mi pHmrmfe/$r ivfr/; 
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PENSIVE RECOLLECTIONS 

Of A 

DARLING CHILD. 

' AS fm Mves •f «o short m dale, hsne been 
Inarked with as much sufferings or with oiorA 
liDprbvement, dian that of my precious daughter^ 
jeonett B. Motft, I hi^e thought it right to pre* 
lerYtB a. short sketdi ef it. Andinding amou^ 
my papers, some of her own expressions, which 
lyere taken down at different times, I haire in* 
sorted a few, to show the state of h^mindi and 
her i^entimenta on varions occasions, 

' She was born a fine healthy child, and con- 
tinued so till her third year, when, by an injury 
received on her back, by a fall from a diair, 
in which she was playing, she began to ccnnplain 
of weakness and pain, which was increased in 
a distressing manne^ by the fever, attending the 
hooping cough, which she took soon after she 
waa hurt ' 

From this time, her back began to grow otii ' 
6f shape, and her debility to increase so fast^ 
that 'sHe was'^ often incapabl6 of ta&ing a step 
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fer 86nic midotes ; but urould risTive again, and 
enjoy herself in lively play, being of an active,, 
busy turn. Soon, however, the force of her 
disease be^me auch, that she was pul- under a 
strict diet, and had two blisters applied to her 
back every day, for six months, and nauseous 
medEcine to take, niatny times' a da;^ iwf^ liAire 
than a>ye«r ;- all wbicbalie bore with remarkable 
patienee^ Kiften saying : .^^ Dear mother 1. 1- will 
try to be patient ;" and maay tunes wten I.tobk 
herjBe(Hci]ae.to.her, she. waiild. shut Iter litOa' 
nyes, diiidder, anditd&e the «itp wMhout tha 



ftud dbedienee. Diatressiag indeed >vas it to 
behold the sujBferhiga she weiitft)i9Q»g}|. BefiiHTA 
she was five years old, she was so reduced, by 
alafge white swelling, that it was many* months 
that she could not bear her weight ; and her 
weakness became isueh, 'tfaaf she learned ' to 
walk the second time just like an infant. 

After being permitted to enjoy the comfort 
of walking again, a short titne, she m^% tiie 
next spring brought down io the verge of the 
grave;., and in this time, as well as the former, 
she often spoke in a mani^er far beyond her year^, 
bot}i of hep owa Situationy aiuL of the Lord's 
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power, which she iiiaDife9tf^i) a. aease o^ froff}^ 
the early part of her sickness. In all her dia* 
oourse, there was a peculiar strength of mind 
observable, and a ripeness of j^udgmcnt. Her 
observationa on the conduct of .people, and on 
circumstance^ that had passed, bespoke a de« 
gree of reflection but rarely found in a child* 
She enjoyed the conversation cf g^own people, 
more than chtfdish play, and was particularly 
attentive to suck as she thought pious; and she 
delighted in hearipig preaching. In religiour 
opportv&iUes, though ofU^n in bodily distress^ . 
jshe weald sit or he v^y stiU> and with a 
fblesnnity. becomii^ advweed yeara: nmif 
have said, at such tiioes, that she ^as a preaohsr 
of righteousness : and, also, during the pause 
uBually observed before and after meals, her 
eountenance evinced that her mind reverentlf 
acknowledged the bounty, of oiur heavenil^ 
Father^ whidi she often spoke of. 

One expresiwon I find noit^d about her: sixth 
year* While sitting at taUe, after tea> she said: 
*^ How many good things webttve ! we df nH de- 
serve hatf : that bread is good enctagh for us, ap 
sweet and good : we deserve very U^tle;'' And 
one nighty after she wasputto bed^ she said : ^< CMi 
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mother, how good the Lord is^ to let us have 
«ach a good bed ; — I am sure we ought to love 
him for it, when so many poor little children in 
New- York have not atiy to lay on l" Her com- 
pasdon for the poor and afflicted, was worthy of 
imitation^; speaking of them with tenderneM, 
^adfovingtoseethemfed, clothed, andamdted}^ 
mnd comparing flie comforts she eigoyed, with 
th«r privation, • a^ an excitement to gratitude 
and ifaankfttlneas. The tenderness of her spirit 
was Tery affecttng' ait ^es whe^she expressed 
meh things, as alsa when partioular passagesoC 
the Scriptures wereread. &iktfraq[uently asked 
io hear them, sad w<mld ramembev and applj 

fliem tD> herself and otb<i^s* 

• ■■,•',» «■ » . • 

In the monmg, after a te^os ttght of rest^ 
iessness and oppressioii, owing to high fever^. 
which attended her for several years, die 
would be so kngmd, that a. stranger would 
think she was almost gone -, but after having; 
Iher sores Messed, Whitii were aU round hel:, so 
that she laid or sat on some of them for the last, 
^ee years of her h&, she we^ld revive^ and 
tiio latter part q£ the day ounverse more like a 
woman of experienoe than a child of her age^ 
•A ueighbottf speaking of th^ distress 4ub had 
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witnessed ia her own family, and aniongf other 
people, in consecjuence of the storekeepers let- 
ting intemperate men get liquor with the money 
that their wives and children needed for their 
support ; Jensett attended to the conversation 
with evident sorrow and concern ; and in the 
evening, when alone with me, she said : ^^ Since 

we talked of , this afternoon, I've been 

thinking he will see the cup of bitterness before 
he dies ;*' and th^n was so full and tender, that 
she paused; but afterwards added ; ^ if he could 
see all the people he sells rum to, I douH believe 
he would do it any more. I guess he donU think 
how many it is, because he don't see them all 
together^ but he ought to think, and take time 
to reflect: is it not strange, mother, he is such a 
clever man in other tilings, and yet does so 
wrong in this ?'^ Upon her being told, that it 
showed how easy it was for us to do wrong, if 
we did not reflect; she said, very earnestly; 
'^ Ah ! but it is very easy for us to do right too^ 
if we would but think."' 

When she was about seven years old, after a 
friend had prayed and spoken in the femily, slid 
said, when he went out : " I loved to hear him, 
I could have sat all day; it WMi|o sweet." The 
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same evening, being oppressed for breath, she 
saidy on being moved : '^ Now I lay comfortably, 
only tliis pain in my breast ; and nothing can 
make that comfortable but patience, and I do 
try to be patient.*' And again, the same even- 
ing,she said : " I havebeen very quiet in my mind 
to day. I have been thinking a great deal 
about what that friend said this morning ;^' and 
on going to bed mentioned tlie subject again, 
and said : If I was able, I should love to go 
to meetings.'' 

^ She bad a taste for the refinements of societyj; 
was fond of drawing, painting, &c. and used 
them " as not abusing them ;^' frequently say- 
ing, she thought good folks would be willing, 
tliat such a poor, sore creature should be in- 
dulged in them ; and that she did not believe 
the Lord was displeased with it, or she would 
not want them. 

Under great weakness and soreness, she was 
an example of industry. She learned to knit 
and use her needle with uncommon neatness ; 
cut paper in imitation of a variety of objects, 
besides drawing and painting, notwithstanding 
she was not able to sit up to do tliem, but per- 



3S 

formed all of them^ lying on her side^ on atabl^ 
or a couch. 

She also committed many pieces to memory, 
and would quote them for reproof or instruction, 
to the children around her. On such occasions, 
her manner was so grave and discriminating, 
that it commanded attention. 



A person in the family, speaking i¥ith dis- ' 
pleasure of the cotiduct of a young woman who 
liad lost her mother when a child, and had not 
had many advantages, Jennett reproved her for 
her want of tenderness, saying : " I don't like 
to hear any body say so, for 1 pity her to my 
Jieart : she has not had a mother to take care of 
her, and give her a good education,' or I think 
she would have been a very fine girt.'* 

Although her sufferings were extreme, and 
in the ordering of inscrutable wisdom, «o long 
protracted, she jaever questioned the Lord's 
goodness ; never murmured or repined at her 
state : only once did I ever hear her say she 
-wished she could run about with some little 
girls that came to see her, and then she checked 
herself immediately ; yet she often spoke of 
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ker deferlkiUy and trials in a mo^^ mannai 
Once I remember, for the words are sealed 06 
my memory, when so sore and weak tkat it was 
difficult to move her, she said : ^ Ah ! dearest 
motlier, i&ou hast had maliy doctors to me^ and 
they cannot cure me, but ihe Lord can ctire me, 
if he pleases; and if it is not his will, I'^m willing 
to be sid^ to the day that I die,** borstiAg into 
tears. 

Thus did she learn in. the school of affliction, 
the important lesson so necessary for all to 
kiioW', the reduction of her will and the subjec** 
tion of her temp^, which were naturally strong ^ 
and to endure with the patience and qidetude 
btamiing « christian, such things as were moal 
a cross tO: her. 

Wiihm a short time of her decease, a friend 
sympathizing with her, eiipressed a belief, that 
her heavenly Father would soon release her,- 
and take her to himself. She was much affect* 
ed, and afterwards, wh^ I mentioned it a» a 
eotijioktion to her, she si^fied, she hsd not 
dimbled before that she sl^jsuld go to happiness; 
assQiring me^ with greai^ firmness and compo- 
sure, that she was not afraid to' die. And one 



dityr dating tlie particulars of tiie deafhx>f a te-* 
ligioos woman who had been bng sick^ aud 
dreaded the conflict of dissolution, she said^ 
her aunt told her two years before of the cir- 
cumstanee,>aQd that the person prayed fervently 
she might go easily, and that she did drop a,way 
like a sleep. Aa she related it^ her eyes were J 
fall, her little bosom swelled, and all her soul 
seemed to feel the same desire, though she only 
added : . " Mother, donH thou think theLord* 
beard her prayer?'.' 

Not long .after. He who; doubtless, bad seeif^ 
lier tears, and had her sighs in remembrance, 
saw- meet to spare her the apprehensions of 
death, by taking her to liimself as in the twink* 
Ikg of an eye, by the bursting of a biood vessel, 
which stopped her breath, without groan or 
struggle, on the 14th of the 2d month, 1812; at 
the age of eight years and eight mouths. Her 
remains were interrei^'at'the buyyiog ground of 
Eriends, at Nine Partners. 

She was remarkable for heavy afflictions ; fo^ 
Mer patience, fortitude, and cheerfulness ; but 
above all, for her constant dependance and trusjt 
in the liord'spow^aod goodness.; in tj^e depths 
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pf her dUiresftes, ^nfessmg his richi to dispose 
of her ; and nambering her blessings in a man-* 
ner truly edifying. 

Her life was a demonstration, that tiie jiidg- 
nents of the Most High are unsearchaUe, and 
his ways past finding out ; and her death, ihat 
mercy rejoiceth over judgment. 

May the dod of her life^ and of the spirits of 

all ieshy bless the sacrifice of the little sufiering 

lamb, even yet, to the stirring tip many by way 

of remembrance of his power, and to a grateful 

sense of all his mercies, which are new every 

morning, from generation, to generation. Even 

so! Ameik 

LYDU P- MOTT. 
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